Joint Research for the Reconstruction of the ‘Can Chanh Cung' Court
Waseda University and Hue Monuments Conservation Centre
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Fig. 1 Assumed layout from analyzed data
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Fig. 2 Proportion of column spacing

Contents of studies:

In them easurem entsurvey doneon the above,we
have gather m any related nunm erical values related to
the platforn . Forexan ple,thenun ericalvaluesofthe
colum n spacing, the respective sizesofthe base colun n
stones, the dian etersofthe colum nsfron ,the trace on
the surface of the base stonesand so forth.

Toanalyze these num erical values, we can estin ate
the aesthetic proportion of the colum n spacing on a
draw ing (asyou can see on the above Fig. 2).1 e can
also assume the general colunn placen ents by
calculating from the center colunn span, a 10%
deduction on the distance from each three left and
rightcolum nsand ending with the last (left and right)
colum nsn easuring at?2.8in length from the center.

The Model of Wooden Structure
The South Front of Main Palace (Drawn by Computer Graphic)

¢ Features of the Can Chanh Palace:

TheCan Chanh D ien’ N ain Palace,builtin 1804 ,was constructed
as the n ain regular court of the N quyen D ynasty. K was a grand
wooden architectural building, which stood on a tall platforn ;
\ern ilion dacquered and decorated by noany elaborate carnmgs. The
size of the Can Chanh D ien"V ain Palaces wooden frame is 41n in
width, 31n in depth and oxer 10n in height. N extto the “Thail oa
D ien” Wl ain Palace (uhich is the n ain ceren ony court), it nas
considered the nost in portant palace building in Vietnan in the
N oguyen D ynasty.

+ Conditions of the 'Can Chanh Dien' Main Palace:

Due to the French inNasion in 1947, the platforn is the only
rem aining structure of the 'Can C hanh D ien "V ain palace in existence .
It is said that the platforn has been repaired at one tin e after the
second hdochina war and, the parts that were repaired ; were-the
structured stones at the perin eter of the platforn . N exertheless, w'e
can assum e that the existing platforn is in their original state of
condition .

% Activities of the Joint Research Team:

Hoeritage W aseda and # Il CC iscontinuing our pinteffortofthe
reconstruction of the ‘Can Chanh D ien” Wl ain Palace on the only
ren aining platforn . Scien tific analysis of the few ren aining n aterials
is still being carried out. We are reconstructing the basic plan of the
Can Chanh D ien™ ) ain Palace by studying the nun erical \alues on
colum n spacing, traces on the base column stones and fron. old
photographs taken to analyze the structure, interior and utility-of.the
whole construction. Thisisa genuine trial in recogring efforts of the
lostN guyen D ynasty properties.

Measurement
from the Old Photographs

H: 540cm

Fig. 3 Analysis method of old photograph

Analysis of dimensions from old photographs

I estartby analyzing the positioning angle of the picture
taken in the old photographs. By estin ating the focal
distance of the can era lens when the picture was taken,
based on the disposition of the pillars and the horizontal
linesofthe portraitaswellasthe focusperspective.

The 'Can Chanh Dien' Main Palace in the old
photographs

1. Bracket system of eaves support

2. Interior of front hall

3. Wooden structure of fronthall

4. Throne room

5. Ceremony held in front

6. Airial view of the gate, the court and Main Palace
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